64 Explanations for Sample Examination I

Sample Student Essay One

The human is a very social being. He desires to surround himself with others, thus making iso!a;ign '
a very severe punishment. In Nathaniel Hawthorne's The Scarlet Letter. Hester Prynne is subject 1, this
sentence after having a child with a man other than her husband. Immediately following the Placemey
of a scarlet “A" on her chest, Hester becomes estranged from society and must be as self-sufficient g
possible so she can survive. What becomes clear is the Jact that isolation makes people yearn for
company, as Hester does for Arthur Dimmesdale, the father of her child. However, her estrangemen;
eventually destroys the souls of both her child and Dimmesdale, leaving Hester completely desolate.

Hester becomes isolated after a scarlet letter is placed on her chest due to her adultery with anothey
man. Hester is married to Roger Chillingworth, but they part for a few years as he travels and learns,
planning to meet when this journey is complete. In this time, however, Hester falls in love with Reverend
Arthur Dimmesdale and gives birth to a child soon after. When the public discovers this, she is punished
by being forced to stand on a scaffold and drown in her own shame. Hester stands alone, holding hey
child, Pearl, for the Reverend is unable to confess with her at this time. By Jorcing her to wear the letier
“A” for her crime of adultery, the society makes it obvious to any outsider that she has committed this
crime, making the townspeople quick to mock her and ostracize her Jrom society. On one particular
occasion, young children find it appropriate to throw mud at the daughter, Pearl, and whisper about her
and her mother. While it is Hester s choice to live on the outskirts of town after becoming an outcast, the
public has almost rendered this necessary because the torment Hester would be Jorced to handle by living
in town each day would be unbearable.

Hesters life changes drastically when she is estranged for she must use her independence and
personal strength to survive even as she is losing everyone she loves. Hester supports herself by selling
work she sews to the townspeople, but they by no means accept her because of this. Though this talent is
usually respectable, Hester is still looked down upon and excluded even in her efforts to help the poor.
This makes Hester desperate for affection, and although she does her best to support herself and raise
her child, neither she nor Dimmesdale can live without each other completely. To satisfy this desire,
Hester meets secretly with Dimmesdale in the woods at night. She is willing to risk the exposure of her
secret to be with the person she loves, showing that no person can happily live alone but must find some
way to be with others or fall apart. In Hester’s case, however, Dimmesdale and Pearl internally
deteriorate, leaving her unable to find affection.

Ironically, Dimmesdale becomes estranged as well despite his inability to admit to his crime.
Although society does not know the truth and has Yyet to force him into isolation, he becomes so depressed
that he physically deteriorates and is en grossed in his shame. He and Hester show a desire to reunite and
break the isolation by planning an escape, but Dimmesdale has become so lonely from her absence that
this becomes impossible. He finally. realizes that he must be with_her completely and admit his
wrongdoing to the public, but by the time he confesses, his health has become so poor that he passes
away.

While Hester s isolation is destroying Dimmesdale, it is also taking hold of Pearl with its z'ncredib_fe
hands. Pearl is unable to communicate with other children and is therefore missing necessary socidl
skills. Having no one her own age to play with, Pearl creates fiiends in her mind and focuses the rest of
her energy on the one thing that sparks her attention: the scarlet letter on her mother s chest. Pearl
begins to absorb its evil and to remind Hester daily that it represents her crime. Because of this, Heﬂer
becomes very distant from Pearl-and at times thinks of her as maligned. Just like Hester, Pearl simply
longs for love but the estrangement does not allow this, so her heart dies along with Hester 5.
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Explanations for Sample Examination I

With estrangement comes a series of problems, including a longing for love that is not fulfil
Hester's wrongdoings force her into isolation and make her stronger for a short while, but as

gatively affects both Dimmesdale and Pearl, she soon loses the two pe

estrangement from society ne
that she loves and becomes even more isolated than at the start of the novel. Perhaps the human is
absent, which brings a quick demise v

reliant on the warmth of others to save herself when others are
others are gone.
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