Ask students where they have witnessed or participated ir
arguments where people have different positions and use
evidence to convinee one another ahaut an issue.

Introd uce the context for the argument the class will be
working onby reading and discussing this passage:

Mever have there been more questions about the rale of media in
children’s lives. Mew research shows that young people spenda
much time engaged with media —seven hours—as they da
sleeping. Hardly a week goes by withaut public debate about
violent video games, educational TV, depressed computer-user:
gender stereotypes in rap music, the technology gap between
rich and poar, ar the anline dangers lurking just behind the
computer screen. At the very same time, there has never been
such a push to use media proactively to reach young people wit
infarmation ar positive messages. The world has seen peaceful
revolutions spread through the deliberate use of the tools of
digital media. Itis clear that young peaple use media to
canrect, create, and innovate. Youth write, create art wark and
define political change anline. International science projects ar
tlimate change assemble data from individuals around the
warld, arganizatians raise maney far the victims of disaster, anc
hurman rights activists collect and distribute vital information. S
what does it mean to grow up in 8 world that is so wired? What
are the dangers? Where are the opportunities?



