Binaries Bite Heuristic
Argument Unit

1. Identify and define binaries that seem to be at play in discussions about the
controversy you have identified.

2. Rank binaries in the order that most compels you and that you think are the most
important to raise in your argument essay. Explain the reasons for your answers.

3. Share your responses with a peer. Together, complicate those binaries as modeled in
class. Take notes in space below and on another sheet of paper if need be.



Homework: Building off what we did in class today with binaries, please freewrite a 2-3
page response to the following prompt:

Choose two sources that seem to be arguing dichotomous viewpoints about the situation
you’ve selected. Put these sources into conversation and then enter the conversation by
identifying and complicating the established binaries.



